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SOLO EXHIBITION

Invited to exhibit at Palais de Tokyo, Dineo Seshee 
Bopape (born in 1981 in South Africa, lives in 
Johannesburg) has conceived an immersive installation 
based on Nina Simone’s interpretation of "Feelings" at 
the Montreux Jazz Festival (1976). Through the forms of 
collapsing, Dineo Seshee Bopape examines the saturation 
of emotions, psychic dissolution, and the socio-political 
contexts in which they emerge. The artist’s first solo 
show in France, UNTITLED (OF OCCULT INSTABILITY) 
[FEELINGS] brings together a series of pieces especially 
conceived for the occasion, as well as work by Lachell 
Workman and Jabu Arnell. 

In her work, Dineo Seshee Bopape deals with memory and 
identity from a socio-political perspective. Her installations, 
made up of videos, sculptures and found objects, deploy 
themselves in space, invading it, while conveying the artist’s 
empirical, sensitive approach. Her combinations of images 
and objects multiply the tales and viewpoints she brings to 
bear on society, gender, sexuality and colonial history.

The title of Dineo Seshee Bopape’s exhibition at Palais de 
Tokyo is a reflection upon the notion of "occult instability", 
theorised by Frantz Fanon (1925 – 1961). By this term, 
the French revolutionary psychiatrist designated a zone of 
trauma and fragility among populations having experienced 
colonialism. It is this unstable balance, this emotional 
disturbance arising from a context of domination, that Dineo 
Seshee Bopape sets out to explore in her installation. 

At the 1976 Montreux Jazz Festival, in the throes of emotion 
and anger, nina Simone interrupted her performance of 
"Feelings" to speak to the audience. This live recording, 
shown in a loop in the exhibition, relays nina Simone’s 
words: "I do not believe the conditions that produced a 
situation that demanded a song like that."

Dineo Seshee Bopape, is i am sky, 2013. SD Video, 17’48”
Courtesy of the artist

This EXhbiTion bEnEFiTs FRoM ThE sUPPoRT oF

Two new video installations shows, in turn, the present 
public park that hosted "human zoos" during the 1907 
colonial exhibition, and an interview of winnie Mandela 
(born in 1937) reflecting on the use of violence in the fight 
against the apartheid state, replayed by the artist. Leaking 
water, with its persistent dripping, suggests an imminent 
flood, while the forms of ruins and rubble express psychic 
collapse and the fall of dominant structures. 
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Dineo Seshee Bopape was born in 1981 in Polokwane. 
She graduated at De Ateliers in Amsterdam (2007) 
and completed an MFA at Columbia university, new 
york (2010). She was the 2008 winner of the MTn new 
Contemporaries Award and the recipient of Columbia 
university’s Toby Fund Award (2010). Recent solo shows 
have taken place in norway, Amsterdam and naples in 
addition to her solo shows at Stevenson, Cape Town and 
Johannesburg which took place in 2013, 2011 and 2010. 

Recent group shows include "Ruffnek Constructivists", 
Institute of Contemporary Art, university of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia (2014); "Chroma, Stevenson", Cape Town 
(2014); "My Joburg", La maison rouge, Paris; Staatliche 
Kunstsammlungen Dresden, Germany (2013); "The 
Beautyful Ones", nola Judin, Berlin (2012); "Fiction as 
Fiction (Or, A ninth Johannesburg Biennale)", Stevenson, 
Cape Town (2012); "About Menocchio we know many 
things", Bétonsalon Centre d’art et de recherche, Paris 
(2012); "If A Tree...", Stevenson, Johannesburg (2012); 
"The next Generation", Pulchri Studio, The Hague, "Mine 
- A selection of films by SA artists", Dubai Community 
Theatre and Arts Centre, Dubai (2012). Bopape was 
included in the Marrakech Biennale (2016) and has 
been awarded residencies at the Headlands Center for 
the Arts in San Francisco, the Fountainhead Residency 
in Miami, the Sober & Lonely Institute in Johannesburg 
and the Sommerakademie im zentrum Paul Klee in Bern, 
Switzerland.

"If [Dineo Seshee Bopape] were Ghanaian, her name 
would be Akosua/Akos for short. In the year of her birth, 
the Brixton riots took place; two people were injured 
when a bomb exploded in a Durban shopping centre. 
Bobby Sands dies, MTV is launched, the Boeing 767 
makes its first air flight, umkhonto we Sizwe performs 
numerous underground assault operations against the 
apartheid state. There was an earthquake in China that 
killed maybe 50 people. Hosni Mubarak was elected 
president of egypt, there was a coup d’etat in Ghana. 
Princess Diana of Britain married Charles. Bob Marley dies. 
Apartheid SA invaded Angola. AIDS is identified/created/
named. Salman Rushdie releases Midnight’s Children. In 
the region of her birth: Her paternal grandmother died. 
Julius Malema is born. Millions of people cried. Millions of 
people laughed! The world’s population was apparently at 
around 4,529-billion. Bopape spent her youth in Limpopo 
in varying social situations. At 12 years of age she began 
to follow a hunger for an elsewhere, beginning with Durban 
where she spent some years and studied painting and 
sculpture. (…)"
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